Update 29 Sep 2009

Summary of the Worminghall Questionnaire and Fete Petition

· 8 people have given up time to help the campaign in the evenings. Two more have offered help since.

· 154 households signed the petition at the Fete representing 183 children)

· 78 were from Worminghall (de-duplicated), representing 84 children.

· 76 were from outside the village but said they visited friends and family here with their (99) children.

· In addition, 40 questionnaires were returned (representing 81 children, 69 children under 12)

· The full non-attributable feedback and comments (strictly as they were written) are accesable through the link below.

Of course, this only represents about half the Worminghall households, so we may be missing feedback from other families too. The number of potential users is likely to affect the scale of the playground, so please complete the online questionnaire if you haven't already given us your feedback (and added your children to the total).

The Worminghall Playground Committee

Given the interest of the villagers and unanimous support from those that responded, the Parish Council has supported the establishment of a Playground Committee. This committee is supported by Parish Councillor Rhona Mead. The playground comittee has the goal of installing a playground within a reasonable timeline, subject to land availability. The first tasks include:

· approaching local landowners about a space

· completing research on the build and maintenance costs

· approaching the district council about help and funding

· building the plan that delivers the playground (with help from other villages who have done this before).

Notes

For data protection and security purposes, only one person holds the names and addresses of the people who completed the questionnaire, and is held confidentially. The file will be deleted after 12 months.

What the experts say...

Invest in playgrounds and you’re investing in the well-being of society. Or, to put it another way, playgrounds improve satisfaction with the living environment. That’s the view of the Federation of European Play Industries. Certainly as far as children as concerned, few would deny the positive influence that having a good playground nearby has on a child’s development. Studies show that children learn social, physical, intellectual, creative and emotional skills.

But it’s not just about children. Playgrounds enhance society because they have much to offer their (grand)parents too. Everyone benefits from a walk to the playground. It’s a great way of taking some exercise and enjoying fresh air. It's an activity we can all do together, as a family. And the exercise doesn’t stop with the walk. Once at the playground we're kept busy helping children to play on swings, seesaws and slides – all gentle workouts which help to keep us fit.

The life enhancing value of playgrounds was also highlighted in the UK in the Dobson Report entitled, 'Let's get serious about play'. It’s sparked off new thinking by the UK Government who are putting forward lottery funding for playground and play projects and interestingly play is now creeping onto government agendas.

So don’t ever feel that play isn’t important – or just for children. We all need to get serious about play, the amount we’re spending on it and the legislation surrounding it. Play delivers benefits for all in terms of a healthier more integrated society. Our collective aim should be to provide a challenging, well-equipped playground within easy walking distance for the vast majority of children – and their parents and grandparents too!

