Playground Committee Meeting

29/6/2010

Present: Jo Botha (Minutes), Emma Lowndes (Chair), Ali Stow 
1. Updates since last meeting
· Ickford had been in contact to say that the land for their recreation ground was compulsorily purchased by AVDC.

· Letters raising awareness and requesting support have been sent to Ickford School, County Councillor Michael Edmonds, District Councillor David Radford-Smith and the Children’s Centre. A letter offering support when needed had been received from Ickford School and an e-mail from the County Cllr saying he can advise but can only really help us when we have identified some land.
· Email sent to Jean Fox of Bucks Community Action asking for advice about whether affordable housing was a possible route towards establishing a playground in the village (this was in response to advice given by Laurie Johnson from BCA at the Funding Fair). Jean advised that Housing Associations will often either donate a plot of land or make a substantial contribution towards leisure facilities in the village when putting in affordable homes. She suggested that we wait and see if affordable housing is flagged up in the Parish Plan and if it is, that the PC contacts Jean for advice. 
· Ian Reed, a Local Area Coordinator from the County Council had found us via our web site and been in touch to advise of possible support and funding available. Jo to attend a drop-in session before the next Local Area Forum on Wed 30th June to make contact.
2. Updates re land since last meeting
· Letter sent to Almshouse trustees. Residents were consulted by the trustees on our behalf and were not in favour of the proposal of installing play equipment in the communal gardens. A note of thanks was sent for taking the time to consider our letter.

· Village Hall. AVDC had advised that the 20 metre distance from equipment to homes is a (Leap) guideline, not law, but that AVDC would not fund any project that didn’t meet the guidelines. A landscape led natural play design company is willing to offer a free consultation involving a site meeting and looking at the feasibility of the Village Hall site for some play equipment. Rhona to discuss with Village Hall committee. Who should attend a site meeting with the company’s area manager Peter Harrod? Does the Village Hall committee have measurements or a plan of the Village Hall site? Rhona to investigate.
3. Review of land

· Confidential review was held
4. Review of funding

· Green Spaces team at AVDC had advised that we enquire whether other local parishes might have unused Clause 106 funds. Advice whether this was possible had varied from AVDC. Gareth Bird from Green Spaces finally advised that it would be possible to fund land purchase with such unused funds but would need to show that it benefited both parishes.

· The Parish Council has the power to borrow money for the purchase of land from the Public Works Loan Board. 

5. Next steps and update plan
· Jo to chase Green Spaces team whether the Leisure Survey of this area is complete.
· We may not have any representation at the Parish Council Meeting on Thur July 15th,due to a conflicting meeting at Ickford School.  Em to prepare a brief update for Adele before the meeting (done). 
· Emma - Bernwode News copy for August edition (done)
· Jo - Remaining letters
· Jo – attend Local Area Forum drop in session.

· Emma - Worminghall Playground Newsletter to be written and hand delivered 1st week in September agreed. To include a status update, plus reminder of (latest) survey results.

· Rhona – to liaise with Village Hall committee re landscape / play design company. 

· Joanne P – research other sources of funding for purchasing land.
6. AOB

· Brief discussion about providing opportunities for children to play together in village as one off events. All agree this is a good idea but currently there is no time to organise anything formal. 
